
PROCLAMATION

North Carolina Judicial Branch

Paul Martin Newby, Chief Justice
SUPREME COURT of  NORTH CAROLINA

Restoration of Full Court Operations

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 18 of the North Carolina Constitution provides that “[a]ll courts shall be 
open” and that “justice shall be administered without favor, denial, or delay[;]”
 
WHEREAS, the emerging COVID-19 pandemic necessitated the temporary suspension of some court 
operations in early 2020;

WHEREAS, these limitations of court operations were extended multiple times throughout 2020 by 
administrative orders;

WHEREAS, I entered an order on 14 January 2021 allowing local court officials to resume in-person 
proceedings;

WHEREAS, the Governor lifted all mass gathering limits on 14 May 2021 and announced that masking and 
social distancing requirements would no longer be needed in most places; and

WHEREAS, I terminated all remaining emergency directives by an administrative order dated 7 June 2021;

WHEREAS, federal and state officials have stated that COVID-19 will not be eliminated and that 
communities should return to their normal activities; 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina is experiencing a significant decline in COVID-19 cases, vaccines remain readily 
available, and people are returning to normal daily life in other areas of society; 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor and state health officials have recently encouraged schools and local 
governments to end mask mandates and most municipalities and school boards have ended mask mandates;  
 
WHEREAS, some judicial districts are still limiting their court operations which impairs their ability to 
administer timely and impartial justice.

NOW, THEREFORE, I advise all judicial officials to resume immediately full courthouse operations and 
administer justice without further delay as mandated by the North Carolina Constitution.  
 
This the 24th day of February, 2022. 


